Ruislip Gardens Primary School
Newsletter 9: June 2020
officeemail@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk
Dear RGS Children and Families,
I hope you are all safe and well and enjoying the opportunity to see more friends and family members as
lockdown measures have been eased.
The summer tem is well underway here at RGS and we currently have around 80 pupils attending school
each day. The Year 6 and Year 1 children have settled back into school life and adapted to being in a
bubble with about 11 other children, new classroom layouts, a one way system, maintaining 2 metre social
distancing and lots of handwashing! Our two key worker groups have grown in size and it has been lovely to
see children of different ages making new friends and learning alongside each other. Having lessons outside
is a new feature of each day and we have certainly felt grateful to have such extensive school grounds.
I have been pleased to see that those of you learning at home are continuing with a variety of subjects and
activities. Read on to find out which children have been nominated by their class teacher for a June Home
Learning Award. I know some of you have been working on some large projects during your time at home,
please continue to share your progress with your teacher via your class email. Please send your July home
learning to your teacher by Friday 10th July and we will publish name and photographs in July’s newsletter.
I hope you and your family are able to enjoy spending some time outside in the sunshine.
Kind regards
Miss O’Neill – Deputy Headteacher.

Returning to school in September 2020
We look forward to welcoming more pupils back to school in
September but await Government guidance on how this will happen. This
includes guidance on class sizes, staggered timings and social
distancing measures. We are anticipating some of the
additional measures we have put in place this term will still need to remain
in place in September.
In order to prepare the school for the return of more pupils after our
extensive roofing project, school will be closed to all pupils on Thursday
3rd and Friday 4th September. School staff will be onsite from Wednesday
2nd September and will have 3 days to organise classrooms and
resources ready for pupils. Therefore, the earliest your child will return to
school after the summer holidays will be Monday 7th September. More
information will be sent to parents as soon as possible.

End of summer term
A reminder to parents of children
currently attending school that the
summer term finishes on
Friday 17th July at the following
times:
- Year 1 children at 1.00pm
- Y6 at 1:15pm
- Key worker children at 1:30pm.
All children will be dismissed from
the gate they are currently using.

.
Communication
Thank you to parents for communicating via email with the school office email accounts or leaving a message on the
school answer phone. The office is currently not fully staffed in order to maintain social distancing and messages will
be checked periodically.
The following are the email addresses for the office team so you can direct specific queries correctly:
General Enquiries

officeemail@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

Admissions Officer

admissions@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

Finance Officer

finance@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

The class email system is another way you can communicate directly with your child's class teacher:
Year 6

elm@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

redwood@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

Year 5

ash@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

oak@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

Year 4

birch@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

sycamore@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

Year 3

maple@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

willow@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

Year 2

blossom@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

cedar@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

Year 1

beech@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

elder@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

Reception

bluebell@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

snowdrop@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

Nursery

daffodil@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk

News and Updates
Hot school dinners
We are pleased that our school kitchen has reopened and since Monday 8th June we have been able to offer hot
school meals again to our keyworker children, pupils in Y1 and pupils in Y6.
From September 2020, there will be a small increase in the price of hot school dinners from £2.20 per day to
£2.30 per day. The weekly cost of meals will be £11.50 and as before, is payable in advance via ParentPay.
Children in Reception, Y1 and Y2 will continue to be eligible for a Universal Infant Free school Meal (UIFSM) each
day. We are currently trialling a new system of ordering hot school dinners in advance using a google form which
parents are familiar with. Parents are able to choose from the menu what they would like their child to have each
day. If successful, this system will be rolled out across the whole school from September.
If you think you may be eligible for Free School Meals due to your financial circumstances please see the
attached information. I if you have any queries please contact Ms. Shah the Finance Officer for assistance:

finance@ruislipgardensschool.co.uk
RGS Vegetables
We took part in a national competition to ‘Grow
Your Own Potatoes’ they provided seed potatoes
in 2 varieties to plant and harvest in 90 days.
Year 5 planted them in March. Lily and Ruby
sifted through the soil to unearth 29 potatoes, in
one grow bag, weighing 1kg.
The other bags we will tend for a further month to
see if it produces a greater quantity!

Please note that we are
currently unable to receive any
donations from parents or the
wider community.
This includes packaging for junk
modelling, uniform, reading books
and toys.

Visitors and volunteers

Asthma Friendly School Award

Due to coronavirus, we are severely restricting visitors to the
school to help stop the spread of the virus.
Essential maintenance and contractors are still visiting to carry
out routine checks but all non-essential visits have been
postponed.
Ruislip Gardens Primary have once again
been awarded this status from the
Hillingdon Paediatric Nurse Team.
Mrs Thompson and Mrs White are the
school asthma champions, please keep
them updated of any changes of your
child's medication or asthma
management plan.

Unfortunately, we are also not allowing any volunteers into school
at this time and this is likely to remain in place come September.
Our parent volunteers have been a valued part of RGS and we
hope to be able to welcome them back when the time is right.
Parents are also currently not allowed on school site and are
dropping off/collecting children from designated gates.

Roofing project
The roofers continue to make good progress with the project. Some of the scaffolding around the tower has started
to be dismantled although much of the school remains wrapped in scaffolding. Lots of the damaged sills have been
repaired and freshly sealed, new windows have been fitted in the upstairs hall and we are looking forward to it all
being finished. Work to the front evaluation has begun and it is all on schedule to be completed by the beginning of
September, well in advance of the original completion date of March 2021. Work will continue during the summer
holidays when there are no staff or children on site.

Latest update of what your teaching staff have been up to since the previous newsletter…

Senior Leadership Team
Miss O’Neill – Deputy Headteacher
Hello everyone! It has been a busy time getting the school ready to welcome back more pupils and it has been lovely to
welcome back nearly all the staff too. I've also enjoyed the chance to catch up with some of our parents as they have
been dropping/collecting their children from school. I have certainly found my daily step count has increased since we've
put in a one way system, luckily I've found a few shortcuts around the building! I've also enjoyed doing some long walks
in my local area and have been enjoying spending time in my garden in the evenings and at weekends. I've bought lots
of new colourful plants that are good for attracting wildlife and am busy creating a new border. The digging is quite hard
work and it is taking a while but I know it will be worth it in the end. My potatoes and strawberries are growing really well,
I've been eating the strawberries each day and they've been delicious. I hope to harvest some of the potatoes soon.
Mrs Basson- Assistant Headteacher
I hope you are all well and healthy.
It’s been a busy few weeks since the start of lockdown.
Sadly, my baking has been replaced with a lot of cycling!
We have still not been able to move in to our house so
we have been finding lots of different routes to cycle – I
never expected to do as much as I did and my muscles
are slowly getting used to the long distances!
During these weeks of lockdown, I have also finished my
quarantine project and am very happy with the blanket I
crocheted. I’ve always loved creating things with my
hands and it’s become my favourite way to unwind. Just
before I finished it I started preparing another blanket so
I have already added that to my summer plans.
I am loving the lovely sunny weather we’ve had recently
and if it were a few degrees warmer I think I’d be missing
South Africa just a little bit less. Because I love
gardening, I bought some pots and planted some
wildflower seeds and plants to cheer us up. During
lockdown many garden centres were closed, but my
daughter found a newly founded organisation working to
rescue the plants from garden centres and to make sure
they themselves didn’t close, so we were able to order a
lot of plants and get them delivered at a bit of a discount.
We weren’t really sure what plants to expect as the
bundle is a bit of a surprise, but we’re so happy with
what has arrived. The lavender is attracting so many
insects and the seeds have grown so much. Slow
progress is being made on our home so hopefully soon
we’ll be able to plant some of the flowers in the garden
once we move home, but for now they’re adding a lovely
and much needed touch of colour to where we’re
staying.
It’s also made me want to read outside a lot more – over
the course of the year I have a stack of books that have
been piling up, I’m not quite sure how it got to so many! I
hope you are still reading every day because reading is
a passport to many adventures! I am sure you will all
enjoy discovering the magical world of the Dr Seuss
books. Go to https://www.seussville.com/ to find out
more. Let me know what you think.
`

Miss O’Connell- Assistant
Headteacher

It has been lovely to welcome
more children back to school this
month. Staff have worked hard to
make them feel safe and settled.
At home, we've seen lots of
changes in the garden. Our
onions, garlic & potatoes are all
growing well, but some cheeky
squirrels have been enjoying our
raspberries, so we've put some
netting up to protect them.

INCLUSION
Mrs Deville – Inclusion Leader
Whilst being at school is very strange without you all there, my dog Lola is finding it very strange
having us all at home a lot more often! She is really enjoying our company and the lovely walks
we are managing to have in the sunshine. We even managed to get the paddling pool out and my
daughter Phoebe loved playing in it although Lola did try to jump in it too. Lola doesn’t normally
stay still long enough for me to get a photo but she does enjoy a few minutes of sun bathing so I
managed to get a photo to share with you.
Something I’ve been trying to do a bit more of is baking, we’ve managed to bake flapjacks, an
apple crumble, rocky road, doughnuts and chocolate cupcakes. They were all very yummy I’m
pleased to say! Have you done any baking during lockdown?

NURSERY & RECEPTION

Mrs Nowell – Early Years Phase Leader
My children and I have enjoyed the opportunity to go out further from home! We have
visited some fantastic places - Langley Country Park, Northala, Burnham Beeches,
Black Park, Brent Lodge Park, Virginia Waters, Cliveden and Hughenden! We are
lucky to be so close to so many open spaces. It has been so nice to be back at RGS
and to see some staff and some of the children. I am missing my little Nursery friends
but love seeing what they are up to on Tapestry!

Mrs LeFevre – Bluebell Class
Life during lockdown has been different but we have been making our time count, spending
so much wonderful time together as a family. I went camping in the back garden with my
son which was brilliant! We even saw a shooting star!
Since the start of June I have been back at school working with the Key Worker bubble of
EYFS and KS1 children and we have been having a great time, enjoying the sunshine as
well as doing some lovely artwork. I hope everyone is staying well and staying safe!

Mrs Savage – Snowdrop Class
Hello everyone, it has been wonderful to be back at Ruislip Gardens this term. I am enjoying teaching my year six
bubble even though I have had to brush up on my maths! I am hoping that the weather brightens up so that we can
enjoy more learning outside.
I am going to visit my brother and his wife this weekend as we can now spend time with other families in a garden. I
am really looking forward to seeing them again. It has been a very long time.

`

`

YEAR 1
Miss Virtue –– Elder Class

Miss Jenkins –– Beech Class
What a pleasure it has been
welcoming back some of the Year 1
children!
Our bubble themed week led to us
creating bubble wands using sticks
and pipe cleaners. It was great fun
watching them float away although
some of us did get a bit wet. The
children also learned how to bubble
write and created a book about a
thrilling bubble adventure. As the
sunshine has continued, I have made
the most of my long walks!

Hello everyone, it has been great to be back at school
learning with the Year 1B bubble. As a bubble we thought
it would be awesome to rename our bubble- so we are now
called the Twinkle Star Bubble! The children and I have
been busy learning to count in 10s and to group equal
amounts.
In English we have been reading Jasper’s Beanstalk,
which has helped us with the days of the week. We have
been lucky with the amazing weather and have spent much
time outside exploring the millennium garden. We have
found lots of different plants and tress- we even had a go
at sketching them and comparing similarities and
differences. We also planted our very own peas and
courgettes! We cannot wait to see how they grow!

One day I walked 8 long miles so that I could enjoy a vanilla
latte from my favourite coffee shop. I do hope you are all
enjoying the warm weather and spending time with your
family.

Miss Hatton
Since returning from maternity leave, I have been working in the year 1 bubble. I am so happy
to be even in these circumstances. Each day they continue to support one another and to
show me all they have learnt throughout the year. It is always such a delight to watch
individuals grow personally and in their academic successes.
At home we have all tried to stay active and discover something new like gardening,
planting seeds and awaiting the first fruit. My daughter’s new love of nature and capturing this
with photography has kept us busy on walks for the lookout of something interesting. Have
you seen anything new?

YEAR 2
Miss Coburn –– Blossom Class
Dear RGS students and parents,
I hope that all is well with you and your
family. I am missing those who are still
home schooling and hope to see you
shortly. Luckily, I have been able to see
some of you in my key worker group.

We have been very busy in our bubble and
even have a class pet named 'Moon Snail'
who we found in a forest school lesson. We
made a home for him and he is very
comfortable. Take care everybody.

Mrs Healy –– Cedar Class
Life has certainly been quite different
since my last newsletter entry....I made
the most of the sunshine, picking
strawberries from the vegetable patch
in my garden, learning how to make
strawberry jam and continuing to go for
long walks which have now become a
part of my weekly routine.
I am enjoying being back at school and
taking on new challenges teaching in a
Year 6 bubble. I taught some of the
children in Year 1 and I feel very lucky
to be able to spend this time with them
as they prepare to move on to new
schools. (They are helping me by
distracting me from missing Cedar
Class!) We are reading 'Kensuke's
Kingdom', one of the few Michael
Morpurgo books I have not read and I
am as intrigued as the children to find
out what happens!

YEAR 3
Miss Keene – Willow Class

Miss Gordge – Maple Class

Hello everyone, I have now been back to school
full time for a few weeks. It’s been nice to see
fellow teachers and talking at a distance! I’m in the
KS2 keyworker bubble and we have been
continuing with our learning along with lots of
creative activities.

I have been back at school for a few weeks now and have a
lovely set of Year 6 children in my bubble. We have been
continuing with Maths and English which I've been finding
difficult because I don't feel smart enough as the Year 6s! We
have been doing forest school activities and enjoying time
outside too.
At home, Leo and I have been going on different walks around
our area and climbing lots of trees!
Hope to see you all again very soon.

At home I’ve continued to go on bike rides with my
children around our local area, I’m pleased to say
my daughter is now able to ride her bike without
stabilisers. I have also been busy making Pom
Pom key-rings for my family, it’s very therapeutic.
Hope to see more of your faces soon.

YEAR 4
Miss Visser – Birch Class
On one of my walks around the Ruislip area, I stumbled
across a piece of new History for me. As I am really
interested in WWII, I was surprised to find a link to it so close
to home. Pembroke Park next to Highgrove Pool used to be
part of the Government Code and Cipher School. These were
the people that decoded German messages during World
War II and possibly ended the war years earlier.
I went to Bletchley Park (the park where Alan Turing and his
colleagues broke the code that ended the war) two years ago
and had read about decoding happening in Hillingdon but I
had never realised it was so close.

YEAR 5
Miss Quickenden – Oak Class
I hope everyone enjoyed their week off and even though you are now back working hard
at home, you are still finding time for family fun.
I need to update you on the adventures of Jaemin the Kitten. We lost him for a day. He
climbed out of a bedroom window in the middle of the night and went on a little
adventure. We searched all day for him and with the help of my Ruislip Gardens
neighbours, we managed to find him. He is safe and well and now just stays in the back
garden and eats my flowers!
Continued…

I have been practising my Korean cooking and have made Beef Bulgogi. It is a
little spicy but absolutely delicious. It is also a sneaky way to get my daughter to
eat more vegetables. I also managed to have my first ice cream from the ice
cream van. Strawberry and bubble-gum sherbet and bubble-gum sauce, my
favourite.
I have been working in a small group with some Year 6 children. It has been nice
working with them again, but I have had to brush up on my maths skills to try and
beat some of them at the countdown numbers game!
I am missing Oak Class but I enjoy seeing their work and hearing their news via
the class email. Take care and stay safe.

YEAR 6
Mrs Lambert – Elm Class

Mr Ali – Redwood Class

Its lovely being back at school and seeing some
of the children. It's very different from before
lockdown, but I am enjoying being able to see
and chat (from 2m away) to other people beside
my own household!

Hello everyone. During lockdown, I have continued to keep my
mind sharp and endeavoured to try new activtities. I have
been able to practice my current cooking skills and try out a
variety of recipies. For example, I baked a jam and coconut
cake. For this, I decided to buy a brand new electric wisk – as
I did not want to spend all my time stiring with a wooden
spoon! I proceeded to whisk the butter and sugar togther, only
to realise that the sugar had splattered everywhere because I
did not use soft butter! As a result, I was forced to use the
wooden spoon to break up the butter and mix it into the sugar.
Finnaly, after whisking all the ingrediants togther and pouring
my cake mixure into the tray, I baked my delicious cake in the
oven.

I'm still enjoying being able to get out and run
several times a week. I'm trying to improve my
speed for running 10K, but prefer to attempt this
when it's not too hot!
I've started doing lots of zoom quizzes with
friends. I really look forward to chatting with
them online and catching up with their lives. A
fox cub has started coming into my garden
every day and I have been feeding him. He
keeps coming back and I like watching out for
him. I hope everything is back to normal soon,
but am grateful that my family and friends are all
staying safe.

It has been fantastic to see the children back in school and
engage in their learning – despite the unusual circumstances. I
hope everyone at home is contining to keep a good routine
and enjoying your home learning. I hope to see everyone at
RGS back in school!

Teachers continue to be incredibly impressed with the level of work submitted
via the class emails and of the work produced by the pupils currently attending
school. Once again teachers have struggled to select just a couple of pieces to
share with the school community.
Keep up the excellent work and well done for working so hard you should be
very proud of yourselves.
Please send your July home learning to your class teachers by: Friday 10th July.

EYFS/KS1: Key Worker Group
Well done Ashi for using her letters and sounds really well to write a
description of the planet Mercury. Miss O’Connell said it’s going up on
her wall in her office! WOW!

KS2: Key Worker Group
KS2 Key workers have been in school regularly during lockdown and
have been keeping busy with different activities.
This month we have chosen Nikoline for learner of the month. We
looked at the contemporary landscape artist David Hockney. Nikoline
used oil pastels to add depth to her landscape. Well done!

Maya has completed all of our home learning challenges and has been working very
hard! It has been brilliant to be able to see how she has been practicing her cutting,
her writing, and her maths, how she has been creative and how she has been busy
outdoors too. But the best thing is to see how happy Maya is and how proud she is to
show us her learning! Keep up the hard work Maya!

Aythan has been really busy at home learning with his family. Aythan really
enjoyed our under the sea topic and took his learning on pollution on World
Ocean Day further by doing his own experiment. He was shocked to see what
happened to the water that had rubbish in it! Aythan had a great time during VE
Day and even dressed as a pilot! Great to seeing you having fun whilst learning
Aythan!

Mayan has been working so hard on all his home learning and has really
been challenging himself with his maths and his literacy skills. Keep up the
good work Mayan!

Rory has really been showing some brilliant work! He has completed some
really wonderful writing and is working so hard on his handwriting. Well done
Rory for all your hard work.

Tudor:
I would like to award Tudor a home learning certificate for all the
lovely work he has emailed to me. Especially his fantastic writing.

Frankie:
I have chosen Frankie for a home learning certificate because I enjoy
seeing all the practical activities he has done this term.

Aadesh – School Learning Award
Where would you go and what were you do if you were trapped inside a bubble?
Aadesh enjoyed writing a fantastic bubble adventure! On his journey he met a
Minecraft character called Alex. Aadesh and Alex had a long distance race and
in 1st place was… Aadesh. His work was beautifully presented and we loved his
imagination. During our Forest School session, he also enjoyed creating a
bubble wand!
Kyra-Rose- Home Learning Award
Watch out, we have a new animal explorer in Beech class. Not only has Kyra
been growing butterflies, she has also enjoyed exploring the nature in her
garden. Tadpoles, fish, snails and frogs are just some of the things Kyra has
discovered!

Max - Home Learning Award
Max has been busy with his home learning and has done lots of buzz worthy
work to be proud of. I am very impressed with Max’s learning about plants and
how they grow. He planted his own courgette seeds in some soil. I cannot wait
to see how big they grown. I am sure they will taste delicious!

Lucy - School Learning Award
Lucy has been awesome in our Twinkle Star bubble. Lucy always
tries her best and thinks of the most creative and adventurous
ideas in all of her learning. I am amazed by Lucy’s artistic eye and
her attention of detail.

Matilda has been working incredibly hard over the last few
months doing Maths challenges, creating hiakus, writing book
reviews, learning Spanish, researching Florence Nightingale and
exciting craft activities to name just a few. This Jar Aquarium is a
particular favourite of mine.

Arno: When I spoke to Arno on the phone, he was hoping to make a
strawberry cake using strawberries from his garden, which sounded
delicious. As well as reading to his grandma over Zoom, Arno illustrated a
story about a turtle in the style of a comic book. I like the use of
onomatopoeia to add drama!

Antony:
A great effort for instructional writing on
how to arrange a firework display. Good
use of time adverbials!

Zoha:
For an excellent effort at showing equal groups
in different ways on her maths worksheet!

Leo for challenging himself in his Maths home learning with some difficult
questions. Leo has also been working hard on retrieving information from a text
in his reading. Well done Leo!
Annika for continuously staying in contact with all the wonderful and
interesting learning she has been doing at home. Here, Annika is
learning about molecules and states of matter. Annika also wrote a great
rap that featured me too! Well done Anni!

It has been so lovely to keep in touch with Willow class and hearing about what they have
been getting up to during lockdown.
Jordan:
This month I was blown away Jordan’s home learning. He has produced
wonderful pieces of work on our solar system, as you can see from his smile
he is as proud of his work as I am! Keep up the good work.
I would also like to give special mentions to two pupils in Willow class who
have been able to achieve something different from home learning. Aran and
Helena have both learnt to ride their bikes with no stabilisers!

Erin has shown great perseverance in her Maths work at
home. When she was stuck, she decided to use the class
email and sent me an email to ask for help. I had to think
about this question carefully before answer I hope my
explanation has helped you Erin!

Cameron has been sending me weekly book reviews of books he has read at home. You
can read what he thinks about a book by David Walliams he has been reading recently.
This is a great way of sharing your opinion and maybe enthuse other children to read the
book.

Scarlett for keeping busy with practicing her spellings
and time tables. ‘Previous’ is such a hard word to spell
but you have mastered it! Well done Scarlett. As the
saying goes, practice makes perfect!

Vini has been very busy at home with a range of activities. He has been
working hard to learn his number bonds to 20. Keep up the good work Vini!

Julia has been writing a passionate
speech about all the amazing people that
work for the NHS. Well done Julia for
reminding everyone of the tremendous
work they have been doing to care for
everybody who needed their help.

Alannah wrote her own rap song, using the
Fresh Prince of Bel Air as her starting point.
Well done Alannah for being so creative and
for encapsulating everyone’s feelings about
the virus.

Freddie
I am really proud of Freddie. He has been very busy this month
with his independent learning. I am really impressed with the
time, effort and detail he has put in to his work. Keep up the
monster effort!

Abi has worked hard taking on the circle challenge and has produced a
fantastic piece of art and she has created another
fabulous and informative PowerPoint Presentation
about the human body. I have learnt a lot from this
and I am still trying to work out how I can fit in 700
muscles in my body!

Kalina - Home learning award
Kalina has worked on a wide range of activities at home, including: calligraphy,
making Native American bead looms, decorating a heart shaped key ring and baking a
delicious latte cake. Well done Kalina!

Alfie - School learning award
Writing an effective descriptive setting for our work on The Giant's Necklace by Michael
Morpurgo, using figurative language. Well done Alfie!
Tennor, Cornwall
The see-through teal water swishes calmly side to side. The
waves dance and roll across the baking hot sand, burning my
feet. As the soft clouds glide effortlessly across the serene
sky, the seagulls chirp as loudly as a scream, waiting to steal
scraps from a tourist. The waves continue to roll as slowly as
a caterpillar beginning to hatch. Elegantly, the water swirls like a ballerina twirling across a stage.
The dull grey rocks tower above the sparkling diamond sea, while the burning orange sun looms
across the sky.

Dylan - Home learning award

Dylan has been working hard at home
and engaging in different aspects of the
curriculum. He has produced his own
PowerPoint to discuss the effects of
pollution on the ocean, and
independently researched the artist
John Constable. Dylan has also shown
a great interest in learning about electricity and has constructed a variety of different
circuits!

Daria - School Award
Daria has shown off her talented art skills by sketching a
landscape design of her choosing. Well done Daria!

